
Kentucky Section AIPG Business Meeting 

Thursday, May 1, 2025 
Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams Web Application 

 

Attendees: Tim Blackburn, Bill Brab, Ben Currens, Donnie Lumm, Richard Smath, 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

President Ben Currens called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm.   

 

President’s Report 

Ben indicated that he will defer most of his comments until later in the meeting.  He added that KY-AIPG 

needs to vote on the nominations that have been received for the Annual Awards and a venue for the 

awards ceremony next month needs to be selected. 

 

President Elect’s Report 

No report. 

 

Vice President’s Report 

Tim Blackburn indicated that he does not have a formal report but is looking forward to discussing the 

fall campus visits and to see how he can assist with that. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

No report. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Bill Brab shared the Treasurer’s Report for the periods ending March 31, 2025 and April 30, 2025.  

Summaries are provided below: 

 

Total Operating Funds as of February 28, 2025   $35,297.15 

 Checking Account Balance as of March 31, 2024  $29,847.68 

 Total Operating Funds as of March 31, 2025   $29,847.68 

Net Change from previous report                 -$5,449.47 

 

Total Operating Funds as of March 31, 2025   $29,847.68 

 Checking Account Balance as of April 30, 2025   $29,861.01 

 Total Operating Funds as of April 30, 2025   $29,861.01 

Net Change from previous report                 +$13.33 

 

Ben made a motion to approve the March 31, 2025 Treasurer’s report and Tim B. seconded.  The motion 

carried. 

 

Ben asked if KY-AIPG had agreed to reimburse a some of the costs for the instructors (Dr. Frank 

Ettensohn and Charlie Mason) that were incurred during the trip.  Bill confirmed and indicated that these 

expenses will be reflected in the next report after the check has cleared the bank. 



Richard Smath made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report ending April 30, 2025 and Ben seconded.  

The motion passed. 

 

Bill added that as had been previously discussed during earlier emails, the section made a profit of about 

12.5% on the Bahamas Short Course.  He also added that he has also submitted the section tax 

information to AIPG National as required. 

 

Communications Coordinator’s Report 

Richard reported that he has no updates to add and that he is waiting on the final approved version of the 

minutes from the March meeting before uploading. 

 

Past President’s Report 

No report. 

 

NEW OR ONGOING BUSINESS 

 

DEI Award Recharacterization 

Ben reported that following KY-AIPG’s revisions to the naming of the DEI award, he reached out to Dr. 

Edward Lo and Megan Cleinmark to get their input on the proposed name change because the award’s 

inception was largely attributed to their initiatives.  The name was revised to the Stewardship and Outreach 

Award so that those deserving could continue to receive the proper recognition for their efforts in the current 

political climate. 

 

Annual Awards 

Bill mentioned that he agreed with the previous contention that the nomination letter for Dr. Walter 

Borowski was more appropriate for the Lifetime Achievement Award as opposed to the Geologist of the 

Year.  He added that based on the nominations that have been received to date, it appears KY-AIPG has at 

least one candidate for each award category (two for the Student Award Scholarship).  Bill further suggested 

that KY-AIPG should determine whether to give one or two Student Awards, and the dollar amount of the 

award.  Ben agreed that changing Dr. Borowski’s nomination to the Lifetime Achievement Award was 

appropriate and added that both student award candidates appear to be stellar, indicating that he would be 

happy to support both. Ben stated that he received an email from AIPG National about the local section 

supporting one of the student award nominees with a scholarship on the national level, but he has not yet 

responded pending a discussion with KY-AIPG.  A short discussion was held about the amount of the 

student award and it was subsequently recommended that both nominees be awarded checks of $500.00.  

Ben asked if it would be better to support one of the nominees with a local scholarship and the other one 

that AIPG National had inquired about, with the funding for an award on the national level.  Bill indicated 

that his impression was that AIPG National was requesting the KY-AIPG consider issuing an award for the 

student that had applied for the national scholarship because they did not receive the national award. 

 

Bill made a motion that Laurie Tackett and Maysn Hughes be awarded student scholarships in the amount 

of $500.00.  Ben seconded.  The motion passed.  Bill made a motion, based on the nomination letter, to 

revise the nomination for Dr. Borowski to the Lifetime Achievement Award. Ben seconded.  The motion 

passed.  Bill made a motion that Wesley Turner receive the Geologist of the Year Award.  Ben seconded.  



The motion passed.  A short discussion was held about whether the Big Blue Rock Podcast (BBRP) fulfills 

the qualifications for the Stewardship and Outreach Award.  After a short discussion, it was agreed that it 

does.  Bill made a motion to present the Stewardship and Outreach Award to the BBRP, Ben seconded.  

The motion passed. 

 

Student Outreach 

Bill reported that he, Daniel and Tim C. visited the EKU Geology Club on April 16th, 2025.  Approximately 

12 students and three faculty members were present at the gathering.  Bill presented a slide show covering 

resume writing, cover letters and interviewing.  Bill stated that the group was very interested and engaged 

and had a lot of questions.  Bill added that no meetings have been set up with other colleges as yet.  Ben 

asked if there is any interest in hosting hybrid meetings with the other colleges, which could be organized 

quicker than in-person visits, given how late it is in the semester.  Bill suggested that at this point it would 

likely be better to shift our focus to the fall and strive to meet earlier in the fall and next spring.  Ben 

suggested that KY-AIPG reach out to the faculty and returning students at EKU to spread the word about 

next year.  

 

Ben revisited the KY-AIPG Annual Awards Ceremony and venue.  He recalled that June 14th, 2025 had 

been selected as the date for the event and discussed two potential venues: West Sixth Farm and Mirror 

Twin Brewery.  Bill said that The West Sixth Farm is nice, but we would have to rent a shelter, where 

Mirror Twin is free, but we have to get there early enough but seating is not guaranteed.  There was some 

discussion about whether they would allow outside food to be bought in.  Bill said they already have food 

and we could just order what we want.  Bill suggested that the decision on the venue can be finalized via 

email.  Ben volunteered to send out the email requesting input on the venue and summarizing the awards.  

The award notifications can be sent out and the venue decision can be made from there.  There are a couple 

of other options available in the area immediately surrounding Mirror Twin if that location does not pan 

out. 

 

Fall Campus Visits and Speaker 

 

Ben asked for clarification from the Executive Committee on what the intent of the fall campus visits is.  

Bill stated that it represents an opportunity to get in interact with the students and faculty and gives them a 

chance to talk with professionals.  Ben said that when he made the recommendation of having a speaker, 

he was thinking of having a non-academic, practicing geologist talk to students.  Specifically, he was 

considering asking Wesley Turner to talk about the drone program at KDEP.  Ideally the outreach and 

speaker portions could be combined.  Bill suggested that outreach activities be kept separate from any 

speaking engagements.  Ultimately, the decision was made to do the Fall campus visits and use those trips 

to promote the speaking engagements later in the semester.  Wesley has already indicated that he would be 

interested in giving the presentation.  Tim B. indicated that while he is not a speaker, he could contribute 

by putting some slides together and giving a short talk about coal and coalbed methane.  Ben summarized 

the discussion saying that our goal is to establish a tighter schedule for the campus visits, which would 

simply consist of making ourselves available to the students and faculty and hopefully generating interest 

in AIPG. 

 

 



Other Discussion Topics 

 

Board of Registration Update 

Bill reported that the last Board of Registration meeting was on April 14th, 2025 at 1:00 pm.  During the 

meeting, Kevin Cary was sworn into his new position.  A quorum was present which allowed them to 

conduct business.  Bill reported that there were three initial endorsements for Professional Geologists (for 

out of state geologists) and two new PG applications reviewed, voted and approved.  The revisions to the 

regulation, changing the fee structure and renewal application documents were approved, hopefully 

finalizing the documents so they can be sent to the Legislative Research Committee (LRC) for their review 

and comment period.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2025 at 1:00pm.  The meeting is open to 

the public. 

 

Open Floor Discussion 

Donnie asked if an annual meeting has been scheduled for this year.  Ben responded that the annual awards 

ceremony is tentatively scheduled for June 14th, 2025.   

 

Ben reported that registration is open for the 2026 National AIPG Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri.  He 

indicated it would be good if someone would like to attend the meeting and present the required section 

paperwork.  He added that he would like to go but is not sure if he will be able to attend at this point.  Bill 

added that it should not be as expensive to make this trip as it has been in the past because its relatively 

close to Kentucky. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next KY-AIPG meeting will be held at Mirror Twin Brewing on June 14, 2025, immediately prior to 

the awards ceremony.  Bill made a motion to adjourn and Ben seconded.  The motion passed.  The meeting 

adjourned at 4:56pm. 


