
Kentucky Section AIPG Business Meeting 

September 25, 2025 
Hybrid In Person and Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams Web Application 

 

Attendees: Tim Crumbie, Ben Currens, Brian Davenport, Daniel Draper, Austin Dilla, Charlie Mason, 

John Popp, Richard Smath. 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

President Ben Currens called the meeting to order at 4:10 pm. 

 

President’s Report 

Ben reported that he has been in contact with Charlie Mason who has interest in starting a Fellowship to 

replace the Paul Potter Scholarships when it runs out.  He wants the Bluegrass Community Fund (BCF) to 

manage the Fellowship Fund and would like AIPG’s support in this endeavor.  He will try to get a 

representative of the BCF to meet with AIPG. 

 

Ben reported that the draft KY AIPG website (https://kyaipgdraft.infinityfree.me) is now hosted on 

InfinityFree and is ready for comments.  He added that he is correcting some errors that occurred when the 

website was uploaded but would like feedback on the overall appearance and layout.  He would also like 

feedback about whether to include officer photos and bios. 

 

President Elect’s Report 

Daniel reported that he is planning on attending the National AIPG conference. 

 

Vice President’s Report 

No report. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Tim Crumbie reported that he emailed the draft minutes from the last meeting to the Executive Committee 

on August 24th, 2025.  Not enough votes to approve the minutes were received as of the time of the meeting 

so the final version is pending.  The final version was subsequently distributed on September 26, 2025. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Bill Brab shared the shared the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending August 31, 2025 with the Executive 

Committee prior to the meeting as he would not be able to attend.   A summary is provided below: 

 

Total Operating Funds as of July 31, 2025   $26,804.91 

 Checking Account Balance as of August 31, 2025  $26,821.92 

 Total Operating Funds as of August 31, 2025   $26,821.92 

Net Change from previous report                 + $17.01 

 

Tim made a motion to approve the report and Ben seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

https://kyaipgdraft.infinityfree.me/


Communications Coordinator’s Report 

Richard Smath indicated that website is current except the minutes from the prior meeting. 

 

Past President’s Report 

No report. 

 

NEW OR ONGOING BUSINESS 

 

PG/FG Course Revamp 

A question has been asked if the course should be continued or restructured given that Drew Andrews is no 

longer involved.  Ben said that he is in favor of continuing the course. 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Plaque Update 

Pending report 

 

Member Survey – Jim Howard Summary 

Pending 

 

Campus Visits 

Ben reported that he has campus visits scheduled for Monday 10/27/2025 at Eastern Kentucky University 

(EKU) and at the University of Kentucky (UK) on Thursday 10/30/2025.  Ben is going to try to schedule 

the technical talk with Wes Turner on 10/30/2025 to coincide with the UK Visit. 

 

Speakers 

Ben reiterated that he would like to have a speaker scheduled in November that could be publicized during 

the campus visits.  He is currently talking with Wesley Turner about presenting on the Drone Program at 

the Kentucky Division of Water. 

 

KY AIPG Annual Report/2025 Conference Attendance 

Donnie Lumm has agreed to present the KY-AIPG reports at the AIPG National Meeting to be held in 

Chesterfield, Missouri on October 4, 2025.  Daniel Draper reported that he will also be attending. 

 

Other Discussion Topics 

 

Board of Registration Update 

The next Board of Registration meeting is scheduled for Oct. 13th, 2025 at 1:00 pm. 

 

Charlie Mason reported that he has spoken with Dr. Mike McGlue at the Kentucky Geological Survey 

(KGS) about the Potter Internship Program running out of money at some point in the future.  Charlie 

suggested forming and endowment with the BCF to keep the scholarship going and retaining Dr. Potter’s 

name for the endowment.  Charlie added that donations to the foundation would provide a tax benefit of up 

to 20%, which he feels is a good incentive to get donors.  He said $10,000 is required to start an endowment 

and is asking for AIPG’s support fiscally and morally.  Charlie has already discussed this with the 



Geological Society of Kentucky (GSK).  There are still quite a few questions to be answered, and Charlie 

is still learning the process at this point. 

 

Charle also discussed the pending GSK field trip scheduled for October 7th and 8th, 2025, and a carbonate 

petrology field trip and workshop currently scheduled for late October of 2026.  Ben mentioned that several 

KY-AIPG members have expressed interest in these topics and that it would make sense for AIPG to 

support these events.  Charlie agreed that these could be co-sponsored by both organizations. 

 

Ben reminded everyone that the 2026 Darwin Lecture is rapidly approaching and that KY AIPG should 

begin looking for speakers.  Daniel Draper volunteered to lead the effort and will discuss it with Dan Phelps.  

Charlie recommended contacting Dr. Peter Ward, Paleontologist, with the University of Washington. 

 

John Popp mentioned that the auction recently held by the Association of Women Geoscientists (AWG), 

went well and reminded everyone that KY AIPG provided support to help them reach their goal of raising 

$5,000.  John personally donated a polished geode and a bottle of bourbon.   

 

Next Meeting 

Ben made a motion to postpone selecting a date for the next meeting pending the outcome of discussions 

with Dr. Mike McGlue about having an in-person meeting at the KGS.  Richard seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried.  Bill said he would follow up with Katie Ellis on this option.  The meeting adjourned at 

4:50 pm 

 


